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USD FORUM EXAMINES THE IMPACT OF WOMEN ON THE MILITARY
American military women, entering combat zones for the first
time in history, were killed in action and taken prisoner during
this year's Persian Gulf War.

The Pentagon recently was asked by

a committee of Congressional women to consider another "first":
assigning women directly to combat duty.

What is happening to

the Armed Forces as one gender barrier after another disappears?
That question will be the focus of a seminar entitled "Have
Women Changed the Face of the Military?" at the University of San
Diego Tuesday, May 7, 7 to 9 p.m. in the Hahn University Center.
Speakers at the panel discussion, hosted by the USD Gender
Awareness Program, will include:
-- Commander Beth F. Coye, USN (ret.), a former faculty member
of the Naval War College and former NATO intelligence analyst who
led a naval command of 250 as Commanding Officer of Personnel
Support Activity at the Naval Training Center in San Diego.
-- Captain Walter Martin, USN, professor of naval science and
commanding officer of the NROTC unit at USD and SDSU.

Martin's

service to the Navy in Vietnam and with the Training Command of
(more)

Alcala Park, San Diego, California 9211 O 619/260-4682

the U.S. Pacific Fleet have earned him the Legion of Merit,
Bronze Star with Combat V, Meritorious Service Medal and four
Navy commendation medals.

Captain Martin is married to Commander

Kathleen L. Martin, Nurse Corps, USN, a DUINS (Duty Under
Instruction) student at USD.
-- Commander Cornelia deGroot Whitehead, USN, Executive
Officer of the Recruit Training Command in San Diego, a recipient
of the Navy Commendation and Meritorious Service Medals and whose
service record includes 22 commands in the Eastern Mediterranean.
"Have Women Changed the Face of the Military?" is free and
open to the public.

For further information, please call program

organizer Wendy Higley, 260-7426, or Kate Callen, 260-4682.
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Cheney Is Urged.
to Allow Women
in Combat Roles
By MELISSA HEALY
TIMES ST A FF WRITER

WASHINGTON-A committee
established to ap.vise the Pentagon
on the status of women in the
military Wednesday recommended
that Defense Secretary Dick Cheney seek repeal of laws barring
women from serving in combat.
Citing the performanc.e of female
Gls in the Persian Gulf War, the
Defense Advisory Committee on
Women in the Military Services
adopted the recommendation in a
29-4 vote at the conclusion of a
three-day closed meeting in
Washington.

Leaders of the panel, including
Becky Constantino, a Wyoming
Republican with close political ties
to Cheney who chairs the committee, discussed the recommendations Monday with him and Gen.
Colin L. Powell, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.
The proposal marked the first
time since the early 1980s that the
group has called for the repeal of
the 1948 laws, which exclude women from positions in which they
could be exposed to combat. Congress must act if the combat rules
are to be changed.
The roughly 35-member committee is made up of civilian women named by the White House to
three-year advisory positions.
Cheney has resisted efforts to
clarify his position on the politically charged issue and it remained
unclear Wednesday whether he
will act on the recommendation.
However, the performance of
women in the Panama conflict and
in the Gulf War undoubtedly will
add new pressure for the change.
Moreover, the recommendation
comes in the wake of renewed
congressional calls, led by Sen.
John McCain ( R-Ariz.), for Congress and the Bush Administration
to change the so-called "combat
Please see CHENEY, A18
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CHENEY: Panel Seeks Repeal of Women in Combat Ban
Continued from At
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missiles and aircraft and equipment become greater.
"We found several situations
where women not only found
themselves in combat situations,
but to the point where we had the
loss of women both as POWs and as
casualties of hostile fire. Women
have demonstrated again that they
can perform any role they are
called upon to make."
·
Sen. John W . Warner (R-Va.),
the ranking minority me.m ber of
the Senate panel, added that he too
supports a reevaluation by Congress of the laws barring women
from combat.
The Air Force has gone the
furthest to integrate women into
its ranks, opening 97 % of its job
specialties to them. The Marine
Corps, in contrast, allows women in
just 20% of its positions, and the
Army gives women access t.o 52 %
of its job specialties. · . .. · i
After the U.S. military invasion
of Panama in 1989, Rep. ,Patricia
Schroeder (D-Colo. ) , '· a ~i~ading
member of the House Armed Ser-

vices Committee, proposed that
Congress repeal the combat exclusion rule and conduct a four- year
pilot program allowing women to
serve in combat roles. The measure
was never enacted.

